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Billie’s Bytes 
 

One of the most inspirational events 

that takes place at an LWML 

convention is the procession of 

flags from over 80 countries in 

which the Gospel has been 

preached, many of which the LWML 

has supported with mission grants 

throughout its 81 years of funding 

grants. It truly is a time to 

“Celebrate the Lord of the Nations”. 

 

One of the definitions of “celebrate” 

in the Oxford dictionary is “to show 

that a day or an event is important 

by doing something special on it”.  

Christians throughout the world 

celebrate the acts of love our Triune 

God faithfully bestows on them. 

Lamentations 3:22-24 tells us of 

God’s steadfast love and 

faithfulness that is new every 

morning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the next LWML biennium, 

how can you celebrate the Lord of 

the nations? Here are some ideas. 
 

❖ Begin each day, remembering 

your baptism and praising God 

that you are part of His 

worldwide family. 

❖ Celebrate what God is doing 

throughout the world through 

the LWML mission grants. 

https://www.lwml.org/mission-

grant-resources offers monthly 

resources for each grant. 

❖ Embrace the exciting 

differences in worship styles, 

languages, dress and activities 

used by various cultures as 

they “Celebrate the Lord of the 

Nations”. 

❖ Join together regularly with the 

Body of Christ in Word and 

Sacrament. 

❖ Use your time, talents and 

money to proclaim God’s love 

to those near and far. 

 

Praising God with you and all God’s 

children, 
 

Billie Lelle 
LWML Northeast Zone President 

 

    

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Zone Fall Retreat 2023 

Environmental Learning 

Center/Jordan Creek Park 

September 23, 2023 

9am-3pm, more information 

inside! 

 

Winter 2024 Newsletter Deadline 

for Events/Articles:  

December 8th, 2023 

  
Free to Serve,  

Free in Deed 
 

“Live as people who are 

free, not using your 

freedom as a cover-up for 

evil, but living as servants 

of God.”  

 

1 Peter 2:16 
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WHAT’S THE BUZZ IN 

YOUR CHURCH? 

Northeast Ohio Zone 

 

 

 

Ashtabula: Lighted Cross 

Aurora: Hope Lutheran  

Chagrin Falls: Valley Lutheran  

Chardon: Peace Lutheran 

Chesterland: St. Mark 

Euclid: Shore Haven 

Madison: Holy Cross 

  

Mayfield Heights: Our Savior 

Mentor: Faith Lutheran  

Painesville: St. Paul’s 

Painesville: Zion Lutheran 

Solon: Our Redeemer 

Thompson: Grace 

Willoughby: Trinity 

Willowick: Bethel Lutheran 

 

 

 Spotlighting Past Events 

St. Paul’s, Painesville: 

“Salvation Plan in Spanish Bibles” 

Members of St. Paul's Friendship Circle 

(LWML) provided Spanish Bibles handmarked 

with God's plan of salvation to the non-

English speaking parents of students 

attending Our Shepherd Lutheran School. The 

Hispanic students who attend the school 

speak fluent English and are learning the love 

of their Savior, Jesus Christ, in daily Religion 

classes. These Bibles were distributed at the 

end of the school year to the parents of 

students who attend and who are not fluent 

in English.  Our goal is to share God's love in 

the language in which they are most 

comfortable. 
 

 
 

St. Mark, Chesterland: 

For over twenty years, the Women’s League 

of St. Mark Chesterland has been 

coordinating Easter Basket donations for the 

children in foster care homes in Geauga 

county.  Under the direction of Monica 

McGure and Janie Palmer, Easter baskets 

are filled with a colorful bow, grass and a 

stuffed animal. Members of St. Mark picked 

up baskets, filled them with candy and toys, 

and returned them to the church. This year 

approximately 120 baskets were delivered 

to Job and Family Services by Monica, Janie, 

and their spouses along with new members 

Carol and Rich Johnson on March 23rd. 

Shortly after Easter the ladies will pick up 

discounted ribbon, baskets and grass for 

next year’s program.  Any donations for next 

year, please contact Monica McGurer. 

       

 LWML Northeast Zone Spring 

Rally 

Erin Cardina 

The Spring Rally was held Saturday, May 

6, 2023, at Bethel Lutheran Church in 

Willowick, Ohio. The theme of the rally 

was “Savior of the Nations, Come” and 

focused on Revelation 7:9-10: After this I 

looked, and behold, a great multitude 

that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white 

robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

The ladies of Bethel graciously welcomed 

approximately 50 people representing 12 

of the 15 churches in the Northeast 

Zone. They provided hospitality to all in 

attendance and offered a delicious 

bounty of food during the event. Once 

again, the LWML women generously 

shared their gifts. The ingathering for 

Ronald McDonald House was an 

impressive outpouring of groceries, gift 

cards, and cash.  Attendees were treated 

to a devotion from Reverend Steve 

Berndt based on the hymn, “Savior of the 

Nations, Come.” On the surface, it was a 

surprising choice since this is an Advent 

hymn, but listeners were reminded that 

Jesus is returning and the second Advent 

of Christ is near. At that time, believers 

will be gathered from every nation into 

God’s presence. This ties in neatly with 

the theme for the 2023 LWML National 

Convention, “Celebrate the Lord of the 

Nations”, taken from Psalm 33:12-13.  

In addition to affirming the minutes of 

the last minute and receiving reports 

from the officers, bylaws were amended, 

primarily to reflect the recent change in 

the number of zone congregations and to 

update language to be more in-line with 

the national LWML.   

 

Inspiring words were shared by two dynamic 

women. Vivian Nelson, LWML Ohio District 

President, delivered greetings to the 

Northeast Zone. She provided much 

information about the upcoming 2023 LWML 

National Convention coming this June. It 

sounds like it will be an exciting event with 

vibrant speakers, servant opportunities, and 

worship. “Mission Priorities in the Field” was 

presented by Jackie Rychel of Ministry in 

Mission. She shared information about the 

mission field in Haiti. It was eye-opening to 

learn of the unrest in Haiti and the new ways 

that the mission continues to serve the 

Haitian people. Attendees enjoyed a 

humorous skit from Ann Marie Bollas and 

friends titled, “The Carpool.” The skit 

encouraged members to attend the Fall 

Retreat to be held September 23, 2023, in 

Concord, Ohio. It will be worth the ride – 

especially if you bring some friends. 

 

As usual, the best part was gathering with so 

many sisters in Christ to support these 

endeavors that extend God’s Kingdom. 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

40th Biennial Convention 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Missions and Grants from a Mountaintop Experience 

Kelly Hines 
This unforgettable weekend opened to the 3,480 LWML registrants, Pastors, husbands and 

children on Thursday, June 22nd at 9am to fill the Donation and Ingathering’s rooms with the beginning of open heart 

giving that would not cease for the entire weekend.  These donations ranged from American Red Cross Blood Donors, 

Orphan Grain Train backpacks and meals, Phil’s Friends Cards of Hope, puzzles and fleece blankets also made for A Place 

of Refuge, Braille books and calendars for Lutheran Braille Workers, Witness bracelets and crocheting puppets for MOST 

Ministries, cards and bookmarks of encouragement written for Mission workers, military and Refuge for Women, just to 

name a few.  Our evening was graced by the Opening Worship Service led with a procession of Pastors throughout the 49 

Districts attending the convention.  Communion was delivered in 30 sets of handcrafted clay pottery Communion Ware by 

a local LWML artist in Wisconsin for all to start the climb to the mountaintop experience of a National LWML Convention. 

Friday was off to an invigorating start with attendance growing to 3,526 registrants!  The LWML Banner 

Procession was led by President Debbie Larson, followed by each District’s President and fellow Young Woman 

Representative holding their handmade banners proudly through the procession.  The Convention Bible Study was held by 

Kaye Wolff on Friday and Saturday mornings before each voting began.  Revving up all of our minds, hearts and bodies we 

sang, cried and laughed with the incredible Dr. Dina Vendetti between voting and keynote speakers throughout the 

weekend.  Continuing the Celebration of Milestones with the 50th Anniversary of the YWR and the 20th Anniversary of the 

Heart to Heart-Sisters of all Nations program, we voted on Bylaw Amendments and the Mission Goal for the next Biennium 

was announced- $2,350,000.00!  The 1st Convention offering goal from Fridays Opening Worship Service was over 

$35,000.00!  The afternoon continued following a delicious lunch, with introductions of the 2023-2025 Mission Grants 

announced (more detailed information on these grants can be found on the website at LWML.org), as well as the first of 

many keynote speakers throughout the weekend.  Friday Fest event in the Exhibit Hall ended the first full day featuring the 

kazoo choir, the beach ball-chair volleyball matches, 3 stages for making a joyful noise with Karaoke, Marvelous 

Machinations and Sing-along with Arlene, cornhole, photo-ops with a Wisconsin cow and the “Fonz”, crafting areas, ring 

tosses and BINGO!    

Saturday began with the LWML Banner being led by the past LWML Presidents then by the Young Women 

Representatives and Heart to Heart District Leaders and volunteers raising each Nations flag that has been touched by the 

Mission Grants the LWML have generously donated monetarily or volunteered their talents, gifts, and lives to.  We heard 

from keynote speakers and were introduced to the teams and committee’s that make up the amazing women and men of 

LWML.  On the edge of our seats, we were all then introduced to the LWML Candidates for the next Biennium, and then 

broke for lunch.  During our breaks we sat in with Mission Impact Luncheons from a choice of 11 speakers, giving us a 

more detailed explanation of what their Missions are and how we as LWML members can start getting more involved on a 

local, national and international level. The highly anticipated voting of the New Officers for the 2023-2027 Committee, 

Officers and Board was a nail biter, and a very close race for a few of the positions on the ballot, please see the Newly 

Appointed Officers in the list below.  Saturday Evening Entertainment was not a joke!  The Mission River Walk was a major 

success bringing in over $100,000.00 in pledges!  The musings, reflections and laughter from the Lutheran Ladies Lounge 

had us all in stitches with a LIVE performance of their Podcast! 

Sunday wrapped up the adrenaline rush of the weekend and the 3,550 registrants with the Official Invitation to the 

next National Convention in 2025 which will be held in Omaha, Nebraska and the installation of the new Officers, and 

passing of the baton to the newly appointed President, Eden Keefe. The Sending Worship Service was met with tears of 

overwhelming love for new Lifelong friendships, saying “See you next time” to those we only have the opportunity to 

embrace every two years if we’re blessed enough to attend the next National Convention, the incredible Missions fresh in 

our minds and hearts that we are all now determined more than ever to help fund through ideas, tip, tricks, and inspirations 

we received throughout the weekend fueling us to shout from the Mountain Tops of Lutheran Women in Mission! 

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS 2023-2027 
President:  Eden Keefe 

Vice President of Organizational Resources: Arlene Naasz 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries: Karol Selle 

Treasurer: Anita Werner 

Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Mark Maas 

2023-2025 Nominating Committee: Olajumoke Odedele (Chairman), Deaconess Betty Knapp, Laura Strattman, Melissa Vance, Roxanne Pieper 



   
 

 

Let’s get back into our communities!  Get those LWML Boots on the ground! 

 
        Here’s some tips on how to engage your own home church and the community around us: 

 Learn more about the members of your Bible studies, your committee/board members and find what 

their favorite hobbies are.   Could you start a class for your community?  Quilting, Cooking, etc. 

 Could you organize a luncheon for your local Civil Servants?  Veteran’s Clubs? 

 Don’t forget to update your Social Media presence as much as you update your own personal one, 

you’d be surprised how much of an impact you can have on social media! 

 

What are some upcoming events that YOU could get involved in as an LWML leader?  Get other LWML 

members from sister churches involved too, you never know who is willing to help if you never ask! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Northeast Zone Fall Gathering 
 

September 23, 2023     9am-3pm     Jordan Creek Park - Lake Metroparks 

 
 

7250 Alexander Rd., Concord Twp., Ohio 

(South of 90 a bit East of 44) 

❖ $25.00/person, Includes breakfast, 

snacks and a light lunch 

❖ Deadline for registry is Sept. 6th, 2023 

 

Wear comfortable, casual clothing and make 

sure to BRING: 

❖ Bible and a willingness to share and grow in 

Christian life and fellowship. 

❖ Ingathering – Items for Sub Zero Mission “Stuff 

the Bus” will be accepting all Ingathering 

donations  

❖ Offering for MITES  

❖ Pick up a Mite box at the LWML Christian Life 

table  

 
Questions? Contact Jeanne Schimmelmann at  

440-943-5497 (jjj3shim@sbcglobal.net) or  

Ruth Mowery at 440-951-3139 (jrmowery@sbcglobal.net) 

 

 
 

Join us as Ruth Pangrace, a portrayer of Women in 

History, as she becomes Elizabeth (Crazy Bet) Van 

Lew right in front of our eyes! 

 

Ruth Pangrace has been an American History 

portrayer since 1998 and portrays 12 Women in 

History. 

 

We get to witness “Crazy Bet”, an actual Civil War 

Spy, American abolitionist and philanthropist who 

built and operated an extensive spy ring for the 

Union Army during the American Civil War. Feigning 

lunacy the idea won Van Lew the nickname "Crazy 

Bet “, as she relied on the Victorian custom of 

female charity to cover her espionage. 

Wanted 
Civil War Spy 

“Crazy Bet” 



 

 L W M L  N o r t h e a s t  Z o n e   

 

 

Reminders and Updates 

 

✓ If you have any events or updates for the Nor’easter to be added to the Winter Newsletter, please 

make sure to have all information emailed to Kelly Hines, PR no later than 12/8/2023; 

Khines136@yahoo.com 

✓ Do you have a photo of your favorite event hosted by the LWML ladies of your church?  Send Kelly 

Hines a detailed highlight of your event and don’t forget the names of the people in your photos!  
 

“DO YOU USE YOUR BIBLE,  

OR SIMPLY READ IT?” 
 

Zone Pastoral Counselor 

Rev. Steve Berndt 

Holy Cross, Madison  

 

A s  a  b e l i e v e r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  w e  c a n  d o  i s  t o  r e a d  

a n d  s t u d y  t h e  B i b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  

n o t  e n o u g h  t o  r e a d  i t — w e  m u s t  a l s o  

u s e  i t  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s .  T h e  B i b l e  i s  

m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  b o o k  o f  s t o r i e s  a n d  

t e a c h i n g s ;  i t  i s  a  g u i d e b o o k  f o r  l i f e  

t h a t  c a n  h e l p  u s  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  

o u r  l i v e s .  

Using the Bible means more than just reading it once or twice. It means studying it, memorizing parts of it, and 
applying its teachings to our daily lives. By doing so, we can gain a deeper understanding of God's will for our 
lives and grow in our faith and relationship with Him. 
     One important way we can use the Bible is by applying its teachings to our relationships with others. The Bible 
is full of wisdom on how to treat others with love, respect, and kindness. By using these teachings in our daily 
interactions with others, we can build stronger, more meaningful relationships with those around us. 
     Another way that we can use the Bible is by applying its teachings to our vocations. The Bible teaches us about 
honesty, integrity, and hard work—all important qualities that can help us to be successful. Using the Bible as a 
guidebook for our vocations, we honor God and positively impact our workplaces and communities. And when 
people notice your display of these attributes and realize something is different about you compared to others, 
you have an opportunity to defend and share your faith (1 Peter 3:15). 
     Ultimately, using the Bible is about more than just reading it. It is about applying its teachings to our daily lives 
and allowing it to shape us into the people God intended us to be. Commit yourself to meditating on what you 
have read throughout the day—it may initially sound intimidating. But the more you read, the more Scripture will 
pop into your head when needed. You will find, with practice, that the words you need to hear yourself or to 
share with your neighbor will begin to be right at your lips in the moment. With even more use, very specific and 
directed Scripture will be at the ready for many situations. 
     The Bible is a complex and multi-layered work that has been studied and analyzed for centuries. One of the 
most fascinating aspects of the Bible is its diverse range of literary genres, which includes wisdom literature 
(often in the form of poetry), prophecy, history, Law and Gospel, and apocalyptic writings. Each genre serves a 
unique purpose. 

One of the most common genres found in the Bible is history. This includes stories such as the creation of 
the world, the flood, and the exodus from Egypt. These stories serve to provide a historical context for the events 
that are being described, as well as to illustrate important moral and ethical principles. For example, the story of 
the exodus from Egypt emphasizes the importance of faith, perseverance, and trust in God. Above all, Biblical 
histories point forward to the coming of Jesus. 
 Another important genre in the Bible is wisdom literature. The book of Psalms is a collection of poems 
which are both songs and prayers that express a range of emotions, including joy, sorrow, and praise. These 
poems provide a spiritual and emotional outlet for readers and give us the words to pray when our own words fail 
us.  They cover nearly any prayer need imaginable. The book of Proverbs is another example, offering wisdom and 
guidance on a range of real-world topics, from personal relationships to financial management, mostly written by 
Solomon, the wisest man to have ever lived. In the New Testament, the book of James 
 

Continued on next page 

 



 

      Prophecy is another significant genre in the Bible. It includes books such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, 
which contain narratives of God's people going through struggles and predictions of what the consequences of 
not trusting and following God will be. These books serve to offer hope, encouragement, and warning to readers, 
reminding them of the consequences of their actions and the importance of faithfulness to God. They also contain 
predictions of what the Messiah, Jesus Christ, will do when He comes to earth as the Savior of mankind, all of 
which Jesus fulfilled. 
     The Bible also contains a significant amount of law, which includes the Ten Commandments and other 
regulations governing personal conduct and social behavior. These laws provide a framework for moral and ethical 
behavior and emphasize the importance of why obedience to God is the key to a functioning society that pleases 
Him and operates according to His will. 
     In addition to these main genres, the Bible also contains a range of other literary forms, including letters, 
parables, sermons (Jesus’ sermon on the mount—the gold standard—Peter on Pentecost, Paul in Greece, and the 
book of Hebrews, to name a few), and apocalyptic literature (Revelation, as well as portions of Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Jeremiah, and Isaiah). 
     Jesus used parables to teach us about both the consequences of sin and the mercy of God through illustrations 
that anyone across the centuries and learn to understand. The letters of Paul and others deal with real doctrinal 
issues and problems in the church that were happening then and continue to happen today. Apocalyptic literature 
deals with eschatology—the end times—which began at Jesus' ascension and will continue until His return. These 
writings are written in a kind of picture language code. They are not to be read literally but figuratively and teach 
us about life in a broken world and our hope in Christ's return when all will be made new and perfect once more. 
     Overall, the different types of literature in the Bible serve to provide a rich and complex understanding of 
God's message to humanity. The Bible offers a complete guide to the Christian life, whether through history, 
wisdom, prophecy, apocalypse, or doctrine. By exploring the diverse range of genres in the Bible and reading them 
in their correct context, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the story of our salvation in Jesus Christ and 
our response to it in thanksgiving by wanting to lead a God-pleasing life that glorifies God and benefits our 
neighbor through our many diverse vocations to which God has called us. 
 

~Pastor Steve Berndt 

SURVEY SAYS!  

What  are  your  Church  and  Fami ly  Trad i t ions?  

Beth Cristopherson- Structure Officer 

Family tradition:  My sister and I are both church musicians (I'm "retired" and serve as a substitute organist at 

several churches in the zone, she is full-time at our church). MANY years ago, when we were both serving full 

time, we would be too exhausted after all of the extra Christmas services to plan a Christmas dinner both of our 

families and our father.  So, we celebrated Christmas sometime during the week BETWEEN Christmas and New 

Year.  It's just 3 of us now, but this is still our tradition. 

 
Sue Matzke, Secretary Officer 

Our FAMILY tradition is for a number of years, we’ve skipped any sort of Black Friday shopping and hiked instead. We love 

burning off the Thanksgiving “stuffing” and usually find the parks to be fairly desolate.  

Our CHURCH tradition is our congregation has midday midweek Advent services at 11:30am in addition to evening services. 

I love pausing midday during such a busy time of year and getting refocused on what the season is all about. An added 

bonus is the service always includes a sung version of The Magnificat, which is one of my favorite Scripture passages.  

 

Kelly Hines, Public Relations Officer 

Family tradition: We will always have Thanksgiving dinner at our house for my In-Laws and then Christmas Eve dinner we 

have for my parents then head to the latest Candlelight Service at our Church.   

Church tradition:  The annual Hayride is always a great way for everyone to sit back and relax smelling the scents of hay and 

the fresh scent of Autumn in the air; the annual Cookie exchange I’ve missed the past few years, but know this was always a 

favorite of mine I am looking forward to sharing with my two daughters! 

 

What are some of the traditions you have in your Family or Church you can pass along to others? 

Consider your traditions to pass on to the next generation of church members! 


